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With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE SAFE FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION 60TH ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, congratulations to SAFE Fed-
eral Credit Union which on January 14 
celebrated the 60th anniversary of its 
Federal charter. 

In January 1955, 15 civilian employ-
ees at Shaw Air Force Base organized 
the SAFE Federal Credit Union. 
Throughout the years, SAFE’s mem-
bership has expanded to nearly 500 ad-
ditional groups and eight underserved 
communities. SAFE, headquartered in 
Sumter, South Carolina, is now the 
largest credit union serving the South 
Carolina Midlands with 108,000 mem-
bers and $903 million in assets. 

I am grateful for the work of SAFE’s 
employees who have developed a rep-
utation of exemplary service, knowl-
edge, and trust under the leadership of 
SAFE’s CEO and president, Beverly 
Gagne. They have also been on the cut-
ting edge of fraud prevention which is 
critical as we address new cyber cases 
of crime. 

With their professionalism in lending 
practices, members have created many 
opportunities and prompted thousands 
of new jobs. I know firsthand as a real 
estate attorney closing loans for 
SAFE. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President by his actions 
never forget September the 11th in the 
global war on terrorism. 

Our prayers for the people of Jordan 
as the latest victims of terrorism. 

f 

INVESTING IN OUR 
INFRASTRUCTURE 

(Mr. QUIGLEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, infra-
structure investment is key to growing 
our economy and creating jobs which is 
why President Obama committed to a 
40 percent increase in infrastructure 
funding in his budget released this 
week. 

Despite the fact that every billion 
dollars invested in infrastructure cre-
ates 30,000 jobs, over the past 50 years, 
our investment in infrastructure has 
shrunk by half. Meanwhile, China is in-
vesting four times as much as we do in 
transportation. 

We need these investments in Chi-
cago where we have got a century-old 
transit system that needs updates to 
keep up with increased capacity. By 
the way, the Chicago Transit Author-
ity carries more people in a month 
than Amtrak does in a year. We also 
need 1,000 miles of roads to be repaired, 
and 675 bridges are structurally defi-
cient or functionally obsolete. 

Our crumbling infrastructure is slow-
ing economic growth, and without seri-
ous long-term investments, we simply 
will not be able to compete in today’s 
global economy. 

The President outlined his 21st cen-
tury infrastructure plan this week. 
Now, it is time for Democrats and Re-
publicans in Congress to work together 
on the long-term transportation bill 
the American people are asking for. 

f 

MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA 
BENEFICIARY TRAVEL ACT 

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today after listening to the stories of 
veterans and their families. It is very 
apparent the VA is not doing enough to 
help victims overcome the physical and 
psychological pain of military sexual 
trauma. 

This week, I introduced H.R. 642, a 
bill that would make victims of mili-
tary sexual trauma eligible for VA 
travel benefits. Those who fight for our 
freedom have faced enough challenges 
along the way. Expecting them to pay 
for their own travel to receive care or 
treatment for the sexual trauma they 
endured by serving our country is un-
fair. 

I am grateful today to work with 
Representative KUSTER, Representative 
COFFMAN, and Representative RUIZ on 
this important legislation, and I am 
hopeful it is a step in the right direc-
tion by helping veterans access much- 
needed care. 

I encourage support for H.R. 642. 
f 

GO RED FOR WOMEN CAMPAIGN 

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of Go Red for Women. 

More than 600,000 women’s lives have 
been saved from heart disease since Go 
Red for Women was created in 2004, but 
heart disease still remains the number 
one killer for women and men and 
causes more deaths than all forms of 
cancer. 

As a National Heart Association 
Board member, one of Columbus, 
Ohio’s first Go Red chairs, and a mem-
ber of the Congressional Heart Caucus, 
I rise today to recognize survivors, 
those battling with heart disease, and 
those who are fighting and working to 
find cures and improve treatments. 

Today, Members of Congress will 
stand together, Democrats and Repub-
licans, in red to send a message to the 
Nation that as colleagues, we can stand 
and celebrate the American Heart As-
sociation and its Go Red for Women 
campaign. 

Mr. Speaker, working together, we 
will make a difference. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BILLY KIRKBRIDE 
(Mr. STEWART asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
here today to recognize a true Amer-
ican hero, Utah veteran Billy 
Kirkbride, who was just awarded the 
Congressional Gold Medal. 

Billy joined the Army in 1942, and he 
was chosen to be part of the unique 
program called the First Special Serv-
ice Force which was the forerunner of 
today’s Special Forces. It was here 
that he became a member of the very 
elite Devil’s Brigade. 

The Congressional Gold Medal is 
awarded to those who have performed 
amazing feats leaving permanent im-
pacts upon American culture and his-
tory. As a former Air Force pilot, I 
know the sacrifice and the dedication 
that it takes to become one of Amer-
ica’s elite warriors. 

It is an honor to stand here today not 
just before the American people, but 
before his lovely wife and daughters to 
pay tribute to the sacrifice and dedica-
tion that Billy showed through his 
service to this great Nation. 

He doesn’t just represent the 
strength of the Armed Forces, he rep-
resents American values that continue 
to make our Nation great, and millions 
of us are grateful for his service. 

f 

PASS A VETERANS JOBS BILL 
(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise on behalf of the many Illi-
nois veterans that I represent and their 
families to draw attention to the high 
rate of veteran unemployment in 
America. After fighting for our Nation, 
far too many military heroes are being 
forced to fight for a job here at home. 

Despite many veterans having the 
leadership skills and work ethic that 
businesses are looking for, the unem-
ployment rate for post-9/11 veterans is 
6.9 percent, far higher than the na-
tional average of 5.6 percent. 

I am committed to reducing veteran 
unemployment and helping our heroes 
find quality work. Last week, I re-
leased an updated edition of my vet-
erans resource guidebook to help our 
veterans get the benefits they have 
earned and employment resources to 
get them and their families back in the 
workforce, but we need to do more. 

I urge my colleagues to work with 
me to pass a veterans job bill to put 
the half million unemployed veterans 
back to work. 
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BENEFICIARY TRAVEL FOR VET-

ERANS SEEKING TREATMENT OR 
CARE FOR MILITARY SEXUAL 
TRAUMA 
(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
join my colleagues as we address one of 
the challenges within Veterans Af-
fairs—our goal: ensuring our veterans 
are provided the best possible care to 
heal from the wounds associated with 
being a victim of military sexual trau-
ma. 

As has been noted by the Veterans 
Affairs inspector general, obtaining 
travel authorization to the most appro-
priate clinics to address the specialized 
care required of military sexual trau-
ma victims has been an obstacle. This 
bill, H.R. 642, will take care of that. 

The bottom line is that victims of 
military sexual assault trauma should 
be able to obtain the specific care nec-
essary to address their individual needs 
and not be trapped by a bureaucracy 
that fails to give them access to treat-
ment because it cannot reconcile how 
to pay for travel to get to and from a 
treatment facility. 

Please join me and my colleagues as 
we stand up for veterans who are vic-
tims of military sexual trauma and en-
able them to obtain the treatment that 
they need. 

f 

b 1215 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FISCAL 
YEAR 2016 BUDGET PROPOSAL 

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, Presi-
dent Obama’s budget proposal for fiscal 
year 2016 lays out a fiscally responsible 
plan to invest in our future and makes 
sure that hardworking Americans are 
able to benefit from an economy that is 
finally improving. I am particularly 
pleased that the President is com-
mitted to making strategic invest-
ments in our Nation’s research and de-
velopment. 

The budget invests $146 billion for 
R&D across the Federal Government, 
which is a 6 percent increase. The 
budget provides for $7 billion in clean 
energy funding throughout the Federal 
Government and $2.4 billion to further 
advance manufacturing technologies. 
This funding improves our scientific 
knowledge, creates technologies with 
widespread benefits, and strengthens 
U.S.-global competitiveness. 

The budget also makes investments 
in public health, including $31 billion 
for the National Institutes of Health, 
which is a $1 billion increase over the 
2015 level, and $1.2 billion across sev-
eral agencies to combat antibiotic re-
sistant bacteria, for advanced precision 
medicine, and for targeted therapies 
for patients. 

I mention all of these, Mr. Speaker, 
because I do believe—and every evi-

dence shows—that research investment 
creates jobs, promotes innovation, and 
increases economic development. That 
means more jobs. I hope that the Re-
publicans will support the President’s 
budget. 

f 

HAROLD EATMAN 
(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Harold Eatman of Mat-
thews, North Carolina, who is a 99- 
year-young brave patriot who volun-
teered for the 82nd Airborne at the 
start of World War II because he want-
ed a tough assignment. 

Mr. Eatman is one of the few para-
troopers to make all four World War II 
jumps—into Sicily, Italy, Holland, and 
Normandy. For his bravery in helping 
to liberate France from Nazi brutality, 
the French Government on Tuesday 
awarded Mr. Eatman the prestigious 
Legion of Honor medal, an award cre-
ated by Napoleon. 

Mr. Eatman’s dedication extends be-
yond the battlefield. Following his dis-
charge after World War II, he volun-
teered for another year’s Active Duty 
to help escort the bodies of fallen sol-
diers as they were returned home. 

Please join me in thanking Harold 
Eatman for his bravery and sacrifice in 
fighting for freedom—an exemplary ex-
ample of the Greatest Generation. 

f 

MS. WALTER BARBOUR, A TRUE 
TRAILBLAZER 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a true trail-
blazer, Ms. Walter Barbour—the first 
Black woman to serve on the Fort 
Worth City Council. 

Just like many of the constituents I 
serve, Ms. Barbour was a product of the 
segregated I.M. Terrell High School in 
Fort Worth. Ms. Barbour graduated 
from I.M. Terrell in 1937 and went on to 
earn her bachelor’s degree from Prairie 
View A&M University and her master’s 
degree from Atlanta University in 
Georgia. 

Ms. Barbour served on the Fort 
Worth City Council from 1977 to 1979. 
During her tenure on the council, she 
advocated for a health clinic that now 
sits in the Stop Six community, which 
is where she lived; for summer food 
programs for low-income children; for 
recreational facilities for the commu-
nity; and she cleared the way for the 
first fire station in the Stop Six- 
Eastwood area on Ramey Avenue and 
Edgewood Terrace. 

Ms. Barbour is survived by her 
daughter, Hollie; her son, Robert 
Barbour, Jr.; as well as two grand-
children. 

I ask my colleagues to join me today 
in honoring a true legend, Ms. Walter 

Barbour, who broke so many barriers 
at a time when women and African 
Americans faced so many obstacles, 
but she still worked hard to live the 
American Dream. 

f 

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S FISCAL 
YEAR 2016 BUDGET PROPOSAL 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, while I am very proud to 
represent Punxsutawney, Pennsyl-
vania, we woke up on Groundhog Day 
to a budget proposal that feels like the 
infinite loop—loaded with the same 
tax-and-spend policies that have not 
worked for the President or for the 
American people. 

The President’s budget proposal is a 
hard left U-turn that attempts to undo 
the three consecutive years of more re-
sponsible, less discretionary spending. 
While Congress only has the power of 
the purse, this budget altogether ig-
nores our staggering national debt, 
which is more than $18.1 trillion. 

Despite $2.1 trillion in proposed tax 
increases, President Obama’s budget 
never balances—ever. Since 2009, $7.5 
trillion has been added to the national 
debt, and expenditures amount to more 
than $21.1 trillion. The President’s 
budget request recommends adding a 
staggering additional $8.5 trillion to 
the debt. 

Mr. Speaker, we need smart budg-
eting to fund our priorities without 
doing harm to families, small busi-
nesses, and future generations. The 
American people deserve no less. 

f 

THE PRESIDENT’S BUDGET 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, President Obama unveiled his 
fiscal year 2016 budget, which outlines 
his funding priorities for the year 
ahead. 

This proposal builds on the economic 
progress we have made by properly fo-
cusing on middle class initiatives, and 
it supports initiatives that create jobs, 
educate young people, increase access 
to affordable child care, repair our 
crumbling roads and bridges, and keep 
communities safe—all to ensure that 
the American economy works for ev-
eryone and that recovery reaches all 
Americans. 

The President’s proposal is a strong 
starting point for Congress to work to-
gether to produce a smart and sensible 
budget that reflects the priorities of 
working Americans, that keeps our 
country safe and our economy growing. 

I urge my Republican colleagues to 
drop their misguided proposals that 
benefit special interests, that repeal 
the Affordable Care Act, and that re-
strict women’s health care decisions, 
and to focus instead on a bipartisan 
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